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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claim will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claim in the present application. 
Listing of Claims 

Claims 1 and 2 (canceled). 

3. (currently amended)A similar document search methods 
implemented in a document search an d retrieval system includin g a memory 
for storing a document database having documents and information 
concerning the documents and a processor for processing data of the 
document database, of searching a document similar to a seeds document 
from seydLa-document database, the method, comprising the steps executed 
by the processor, of: 

a-first extracting stop -o f -e xtr a cting at least one characteristic word from 
the seeds document including desired retrieval contents; 

a- s e cond e xtract i ng st e p of e )Ctraot i ng as cha racteris t i c word s of th e 
s ee ds docum e nt, if the at least one characteristic word extracted by the first 
extracting step is one of a compound characteristic phrase constructed by a 
plurality of constituent characteristic words included in the compound 
characteristic phrasew, second extracting of characteristic words included in 
said compound characteristic phrase and each of said plurality of constituent 
characteristic words of said compound , and th e const i tuent characteri s tic 
word s i nc l u de d i n th e compound characteristic phrase; 

a step of calculating, according to the characteristic words extracted by 
the second extracting step, similarity between the seeds document and the 
document stored on the document database, by using the characteristic 
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words including the compound characteristic phrase and the constituent 
characteristic words by which the compound characteristic phrase is 
constructed; and 

a stop of outputting a retrieval result as a result of the similarity 
calculated by the similarity calculating step, 

wherein the similarity calculating step includes the steps of: 

a step of calculating a weighting coefficient corresponding to a distance 
between said constituent characteristic words on the document stored on the 
document database, said distance being calculated based on term 
appearance positions of said constituent characteristic words in a phrase 
including said characteristic words extracted in said second extracting step op 
the document stored on the document database: calcu l at e d - bv - torm 
app e aranc e pos i tion on th e s ee ds document b e tw e en a con o t i tu o nt 
charact e ristic word ancl ano t her-Gon st ftuent char a ct e rist i c word which ar e 
e xtr a ct e d from on e compound charact e ri s tic phr ase , and 

a st e p of calculating similarity involving by rou l t i p l y i ng - t he weighting 
coefficient. 

Claims 4 and 5 (canceled). 

6. (currently amended)A similar document search system for 
searching a document similar to a seeds document from a document 
database, the system, comprising: 

a memory for storing the document database having documents and 
information concerning the documents: and 
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a processor for processing data of the document datab ase, 

wherein said processor comprises: 

a document analyzer processor for extracting at least one 
characteristic word from the seeds document including desired retrieval 
contented 

a characteristic word extractor processor fo r e xtr a cting as charact e r i stic 
words of th e see ds docum e nt , if the at least one characteristic word extracted 
by the document analyzer processor is one of a compound characteristic 
phrase constructed by a plurality of constituent characteristic words included 
in the compound characteristic phrase, extracting characteristic words 
included in said compound characteristic Phrase and each of sa id plurality of 
constituent characteristic words of said compound , and th e constitu e nt 
charact e rist i c words i nc l ud e d i n th e compound characteristic phrase^ 

a seeds document similarity calculator processor for calculating, 
according to the characteristic words extracted by the characteristic word 
extractor processor, similarity between the seeds document and the 
document stored on the document database, by using the characteristic 
words including the compound characteristic phrase and the constituent 
characteristic words by which the compound characteristic phrase is 
constructed^ and 

a retrieval result output processor for outputting a retrieval result as a 
result of the similarity calculated by the seeds document similarity calculator 
processor, 

wherein the seeds document similarity calculator processor includes: 
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a weighting coefficient calculator processor for calculating a weighting 
coefficient corresponding to a distance between said constituent characteristic 
words on the document stored on the document database, said distance 
being calculated based on term appearance positions of said constituent 
characteristic words in a phrase including said characteristic words extracted 
in said second extracting step on the document stored on the document 
database c al cul a t e d by t e rm a pp e ar a nc e po si t i on on th e s ee ds docum e nt 
b e tw ee n a const i tu e nt charact e r i st i c word and anoth e r const i tu e nt 
charact e r i st i c word which ar e extracted from one compound character i stic 
phrase, and 

a calculator processor for calculating similarity involving by mu l t i p l ying 
the weighting coefficient. 

Claims 7 and 8 (canceled). 

9. (currently amended) A program., stored on a storage medium, 
executable bv a document search and retrieval system including a memory for 
storing a document database having documents and information concerning 
the documents and a processor for processing data of the document 
database product for mak i ng a comput e r op e rat e as a sim il ar docum e nt 
sea rch s y s t e m for searching a document similar to a seeds document from 
said a-document database, the program , when executed cause the document 
search and retrieval system, to perform the steps comprising of: 
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firsL a document an a l yz er proc e ssoHs*€>ffiaffi-^ at least one 

characteristic word from the seeds document including desired retrieval 
contents; 

a charact e rist i c word e xtractor processor program for extract i ng a s 
ehafae t eri &t i c w o r ds- of-the ^ood s^ewmof^if the at least one characteristic 
word extracted by the first extracting step docum e nt analyz e r proc e ssor 
program is one of a compound characteristic phrase constructed by a plurality 
of constituent characteristic words included in the compound characteristic 
phrase, second extracting of characteristic words included in said compound 
characteristic phrase and each of said plurality of constituent characteristic 
words of said compound^ and-tho ^Qnstituont-chafacterts tk; w ord s included i n 
th e compound characteristic phrase; 

a s ee ds docum e nt s i milarity ca l cu l ator proc e ssor program for 
calculating, according to the characteristic words extracted by the second 
extracting step charact e r is tic word e xtractor proc ess or progr a m , similarity 
between the seeds document and the document stored on the document 
database, by using the characteristic words including the compound 
characteristic phrase and the constituent characteristic words by which the 
compound characteristic phrase is constructed; and 

a r e tr ie va l r e sult output proc es sor program for outputting a retrieval 
result as a result of the similarity calculated by the calculating step seeds 
documont similar i ty oateuf ator processor program , 

wherein the calculating step s e e d s docum e nt si m i l a rity ca l cu la tor 
proc e ssor program includes the steps of : 
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a-we ight i ng coeff i c ie nt calculator proc es sor program for calculating a 
weighting coefficient corresponding to a distance calculated by term 
appearance position on the seeds document between a constituent 
characteristic word and another constituent characteristic word which are 
extracted from one compound characteristic phrase, and 

a ca l culator prooessor program for calculating similarity involving fey 
mttfttpfyH^the weighting coefficient 
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